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skill and sound judgment. His work is admirably
arranged, and his style is agreeable and scholarly.
Colonel Acosta had a great advantage in being
well acquainted with the countries in which the
memorable scenes of the conquest were enacted.
With the Quesadas he had penetrated into the
Amazonian forests; with Vadillo he had explored
the valley of the Cauca; he had lived among the
pure-blooded Chibchas ; and had visited the tribes
on the shores of the Gulf of Darien. He then went
to Spain to examine the archives of the Indies and
the great collection of Mufioz. Thus equipped,
Colonel Acostal produced a standard work which
must have been of essential service during the
last sixty-four years to successive generations of
the youth of Colombia.

Colonel Acosta suggested to Mr. Pre.scott that
he should write the history of the conquest of New
Granada, as he had done those of Mexico and Peru,
offering him all the materials he had collected.
But Mr. Prescott declined, having commenced Ms
history of Philip II.

1 Joaquin Acosta was born at Guaduas in 1800. A patriotic
soldier and diplomatist, as well as a geographer and historian.
He published a new edition of the Semanario of Caldas, at Paris
in 1849, and his own historical work the previous year. Colonel
Acosta died in 1852: